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Absent father: A father who, as a result of divorce or for other reasons, has little
or no contact with his children.
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Absolute Poverty: Poverty as defined in terms of the minimum requirements
necessary to sustain a healthy existence.
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Achieved Status: Social status based on an individual's effort, rather than traits
assigned by biological factors. Examples of achieved status include 'veteran'.
'graduate’ or 'doctor’.
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Affective Individualism: The belief in romantic attachment as a basis for
contracting marriage ties.
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Age-grade: The system found in small traditional cultures according to which
people belonging to a similar age group are categorized together and hold similar
rights and obligations.
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Ageing: The combination of biological, psychological and social processes that

affect people as they grow older.
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Ageism: Discrimination or prejudice against a person on the grounds of age.
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